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During the past twelve months the Club has dealt with a number of claims resulting from the poor 
maintenance of blocks and other gear on fishing vessels. Regrettably some claims involved fatalities. 
 
Legislation covering the maintenance and testing of this equipment varies, especially for smaller vessels. The 
Club understands that in the near future legislation will be introduced in Europe requiring the mandatory 
testing of this gear. 
 
Notwithstanding the lack of statutory requirements, the Club finds it difficult to understand how some crews 
appear prepared to use gear that is known to be defective or untested. We know of vessels that have been 
purchased second hand and the gear, whose history is unknown to the Skipper and crew, has been used 
without testing or being subjected to any proper maintenance scheme. This attitude shows a disregard for 
personal safety and in one incident this year cost a crew member his life. 
 
Where there are no mandatory requirements to test and maintain this type of equipment we offer below some 
guidance on maintenance regimes for winches, haulers, warps, wires, bridles, net drums, power blocks, 
cranes, gilson blocks, rollers, fairleads, chains, tow points, shackles, derricks and lifting beckets. Owners and 
Skippers are advised to implement these in order to reduce the likelihood of incidents involving this gear 
occurring and avoid exposure to prosecution under health and safety legislation. 
 
Based on the UK’s Maritime and Coastguard Agency recommendations, we would suggest that Members 
implement the following maintenance and test regimes for: 
 
Daily Visual checks carried out to confirm the gear is operating correctly 
 
Monthly All gear should be subjected to examination to determine any damage or undue wear. Defective 
items should be removed from service and either sent ashore for repair by a qualified person or disposed of 
 
6 Monthly Dismantle block for inspection 
 
4 Yearly Load text blocks/’U’ bolts/shackles and derricks etc. 
 
 
If any repairs are carried out to the gear, it should be proof load tested prior to reusing. 
 
All proof load tests should be carried out with a test weight/load of 1.25 times the Safe Working Load of the 
gear being tested. 
 
Test certificates must be carried for each item of gear on board. 
 
Examinations should include checking for: 
 
Seized swivels 
Worn sheaves 
Worn cheeks 
Worn swivels 
Snatch block gates are in place with locking pins 
U bolts worn  
Locking pins in place 
Keep chains fitted to blocks are in place and attached 
Test certificates available 
Repairs are documented  
 
To facilitate the inspections, examinations and testing, we suggest a table be drawn up listing all the gear and 
location with columns to enable a record of maintenance, examination, testing and observations to be made. 
Such a table should also include space for the signature of the person carrying out the examinations or tests. 
 
Further descriptions of cases involving the failure of fishing gear can be found in MAIB reports 24/2002 and 
13/2003. Please refer to www.maib.dft.gov.uk. 

TITLE: MAINTENANCE OF HAULING AND LIFTING GEAR DATE 19/07/2004 

CATEGORY: MISC AREA: WORLDWIDE 

 
 


